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The Pop/Classical Divide

by Andrew Shapiro

A few weeks back, after flying out to L.A. for a few solo piano concerts, | went straight from the airport to the Steinway dealer-

ship where | was performing the next evening. After figuring out which of the 50 or so pianos | wanted to use, the artists relations
representative introduced me to their in-house piano tuner who said he would “touch it up” for the concert.

The conversation went something like this: Artist relations representative: “This is Andrew Shapiro, he's putting on a concert
here tomorrow night. The piano tuner taking a long look at me: “Who's the artist performing?” Andrew: “l am!” The piano tuner
seemed at least slightly taken aback.

| guess my old hoodie with a Dépeche Mode patch, torn jeans and an old pair of Vans (a tried and true fashion of my neighborhood)
didn't give me the look of someone who performs on pianos that cost $150,000. But maybe the tuner has an outdated view of what a

classical musician should look like?

a four-star restaurant; exclusive and expensive.
Popular music is a burger and fries.

So what am I1?”
Andrew Shapiro
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